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The pillboxes scattered along Hokkaido’ s eastern coastline are hastily constructed
fortifications built toward the end of World War II in anticipation of an American
invasion. They continued to be built until the war’ s end but were never actually used.
Intrigued by this historical fact, I first visited eastern Hokkaido in 2018. These pillboxes
were square, concrete boxes standing quietly on the plains, far from urban areas.
Inside, the thick walls enclosed a low ceiling. The space was cramped, almost confining,
making it difficult to move freely. Besides ventilation openings, small windows called
gun ports were installed for firing at the enemy. I wondered how the people who
once stood there viewed the scenery through those windows. Or, on their way to the
construction site, how did they look out over the sea beyond? I began to contemplate

this isolated landscape and the gaze directed toward an enemy that might come.

Eighty years have passed since the war ended. Only a few records and oral accounts
of the pillboxes remain from that time. Conversely, this means they were memories
excluded from being recorded. Did we choose to preserve more significant events, or did
we simply neglect them? Time passes silently, like a quiet book burning. How can we

imagine the words and memories that were not preserved?

While inside the ruins, the sounds of waves and the calls of migratory birds reached me
faintly. Repeated environmental sounds. Through the windows, past and present begin
to drift into the room. According to the diary of Mr. Kashiwa Oyama, the officer who
commanded the construction at the time, we learn that they conducted firing exercises
aimed at the uninhabited landscape. To connect the fading memories with the historical
facts, I decided to turn the pillbox into a pinhole room, capturing the unchanging

landscape visible through the small window as an image on film and in my notebook.
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Since it was an impregnable position and the critical parts
required heavy overhead covers capable of withstanding tonclass
bombs, even with my entire unit working every day, it

could never be completed all at once. Spring, summer, and
autumn were mainly dedicated to ground construction,

and winter to underground work. We devised a work plan
ensuring that construction continued year-round without
interruptions, and we were steadily implementing it. However,
the front was just too broad, and focusing on key areas left
gaps in other sections, causing a risk of breakthroughs. Just as
we were resigning ourselves to this, an infantry battalion from
the 7th Division arrived as a construction support team-we
never knew who couldn’t bear the situation and ordered them
to help. While their assistance was certainly a blessing, there
were also many troublesome aspects to their involvement in

the construction work.
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To prevent the Japanese military from becoming
aware of the movements of the U.S. Army, Navy,
and Air Force in the North Pacific ( as sufficient
reconnaissance flights were not possible) , the U.S.
constantly kept Japan worried about an invasion.
This strategy led to the continuous deployment of
hundreds of valuable aircraft to Hokkaido and the

Kuril Islands without any practical purpose.
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In the autumn of 1944, Washington planners
reviewed strategies for the war against Japan and
formulated plans for the encirclement and invasion
of the Japanese mainland.The decision was
made to attack Luzon,and following the Okinawa
operation scheduled for March 1945, the planners
considered going on to target the Northern Ryukyu
Islands beyond Okinawa,Hokkaido, or the Chinese
coast.However, the invasion of Hokkaido was
deemed to require a significantly large force, and
adverse weather conditions surrounding the island
further complicated the idea, relegating this plan to

a lower priority.
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They had just built them and left them untended until today.
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The 41st Higashikawa International Photograf
Higashikawa Town Cultural Gallery
2025.8.2 - 9.1
material : ink-jet print,iron,wood,
notebook, tracing paper

Install : Risa Shoji

Yuhei Miyazaki

Sung Eunjae
Display equipments : Shu Ogasawara
Translation : Yukino Takashima
Proofreading : Haruka Kemmoku

Design : Wanaka Okada
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Distant peal

2024.4/4 - 4/21

Materials:Ink-jet print,iron,wood,
notebook,tracing paper

Venue: Hanbey-fu Gojo Building 2F Hall Keiryu

Production Cooperation: Shu Ogasawara

Organized by: FINCH ARTS

Grant: Arts Support Kansai

Cooperation: Hanbey-fu Co., Ltd.
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